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A S we get closer to those dog days of Summer, thersoare things that we can do to help our landscape
make it till Fall. Let’s begin‘with what is under foothe best thing you can do for your lawn it to irrigate
deep and infrequently so'the roots will grow deep into the 8yilhaving the roots grow deep, they will be
able to withstand long périods of drought and will requirs Veater. You can also fertilize the lawn during
the active growing season which makes the turf healinigmelps it withstand any attack from disease or in-
sects. The last thing you can do is mow your lawn ahitfieest recommended setting for your specific turf
type. This will reduce the stress on the turf and velptshade its roots.

If you have planted a new tree recently, there areesbings you can do to help them. The first is to
mulch around the trees. The ring should be no morea¥ainches deep and the width should be 12 inches
for every inch in tree diameter. Keep the mulch afmas the base of the tree. The next thing is to nsake
the tree is getting sufficient water during its establishiiperiod. You should water the tree until the water
will no longer soak into the sail, thenf.‘Fet it stand docouple of days before you water it again. This shba
done for a couple of weeks then back off to once per werek ihonth, then water as needed. This will allow
the roots to get established and gets the tree acclimaesstovater over time. You can use a root stimulator,
such as Super Thrive, to help the tree get a jump on healing in

Your perennials will also need a fresh layer of mutchelp prevent water lose due to evaporation.
The mulch will also act as insulation for the roadteyns. If you don’'t add the mulch, the roots can getaevo h
and die. This simple act will make sure the plants dalinobut without having to water every day. The an-
nuals can be treated like the perennials in many waydchivig is necessary for,annuals as well. You will
have to pay a little more attention to newly plardeduals, so more watering may be required.

The most important thing you can do, to help reduce theiainod work you will need to help your
landscape through the summer, is to plant the right piahe right place. This sounds simple, but thisés th
number one mistake home owners make. Check the infiomen the plant labels before buying. They will
tell you what conditions the plant will grow best ii.you have any questions, ask.someone you trust for help.
Finally, get to know your garden so you can tell whes ihistress and you can take action to help. If you
have any topics you want me to address in future Quakeesebend them to me at the Duck Creek HOA
home page under the Beautification Chairmaeautification@rdchoa.org
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e g ‘ Providing Insurance and Financial Services
EBBY.COM

INSURANCY

Home Office, Bloomington, lllinois 61710
Star Achiever

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Voted One of D Magazine's Best 2006| | Stephanie South, Agent Isabel Nunez

Marketing Sales Speq
Bus 972 630 0618

Message Center (972) 733-9185 189 N Plano Rd

16000 Preston Rd., Suite 100 :
‘ Dallas, Tx. 75248 Richardson, TX 75081-5459 Fax 972 644 3256
J.R. REVES Office (972) 387-0300
REALTOR® FAX (972) 458-9535 Isabel.Nunez.phfi@statefarm.com

E-Mail jrreves@ebby.com
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Duck Creek Homeowners Safety Page

We have a very activiCrime Watch Patrol” in our neighborhood. You may have seen some
driving slowly through the alleys with our signs on theesidf the car. We do not have a set schedule fq
trolling and we patrol any time day or night.

Our object is to enhance the neighborhood security by gingvia visible presence within t
neighborhood and to report suspicious activity to thé&wson Police Department.

One of the things we do while patrolling is to try to contasidents if we find their garage open. In re
months the number of open garages has diminished grbatiyjow that spring is here the residents ha
tendency to leave their doors open. When they leavddbrs open it is just an invitation for someone ip
themselves. We would like the residents to be extréganigand make sure that their doors are closed.

To help us while we are on patrol, we use the numbeteirOA Directory to contact the Residel
To help us we recently updated the phone numbers in outatyecAfter you receive your directorie
please check your name and number for accuracy. If thareerror, contact me and I'll see that it gets
rected in the next directory and on our patrol addresstshe

As a concerned neighbor, if you see something suspidioust hesitate to call 911. If you are
victim of a crime, be sure that it is reported to thehBrdson Police Department. We let the patrollers K
of reported crimes and have them watch the areagulare interested in joining us or just learning abo
you can contact me or attend one of our monthly meeting$he third Wednesday of the month at the [
mouth Elementary teachers lounge at 7:00 pm.

| can be reached at: 972-690-9829 or cell no. 214-543-2296.
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Barbara Davis
Independent Distributor

(3 ways to order)
phone: 469-323-4046
email: bedavis1 (@sbcglobal net
internet:  www.homemadegourmet.com/BarbaraDavis
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Wooden Fences: Recommendations from Our Experience
By: Scott Morrison, Presidenpresident@rdchoa.org

Our wooden fence was leaning and falling apart sugre my wife and |

moved into the Duck Creek neighborhood. The 8-fuigh leaning fence

was within the 15-degree limit allowed by city cedand the three-foot
retaining wall was still (miraculously!) holding upe backyard behind the
alley. However, the fence and retaining wall wdeady beyond repair.

It took just seven days and a hefty check to hamevafence constructed at the beginning of May. pimgose
of this article is to help you—our fellow Duck Ckeeeighbor—learn from our experience in gettingeavn
wooden fence. It is not an ordinary repair job #mgs not just any contractor or fence featuresdual This is a
once-in-a-generation experience—or at least it lshioe if you do it correctly.

We were pleased with our chosen fence company; henvéhis article is not an official endorsementtioi
company. The HOA does not officially endorse busses. You are welcome to drive by our home (1804oHa
ver Dr) and see the fence and company logo forsgwes. It is a beautiful and well-constructed éaad re-
taining wall. The following is a summary of imparntasteps—in my opinion—to get a high-quality woodemce
with minimum headache.

Step #1.Don’t jump the gun. Do not give deposit money to a contractor, no endtow reputable, before mate-
rials are delivered to your property. We made thastake three years ago and have not seen a digfaisd of
this deposit, and thus had to choose a differemtpamy. Live and learn. All money should be paidrufence
completion—or, at the most, give no more than 4@#r anaterials have been delivered. Keep reading.

Step #2. Decide on what is important to youRealize that a wooden fence is much more thanagjystvacy
screen—it is an architectural improvement that etflhance the beauty and value of your home. Avoiidwe
pine or other wood that will warp, shrink, or rotless than 10 years. Cedar or other high-qualitgdwshould be
mandatory. The most popular is “#1 cedar.” The neqeensive choice is “clear cedar” which has noarfgz-

tions or knots (read: more expensive). We choseetihr as many of the fences in our neighborhoodLisee-

dar. For maximum privacy, board-on-board fence gtickallow no visibility through the fence—so we ah@s

inch board-on-board cedar pickets. Because we wilieg to spend a little more money to get an hesitally

appealing fence, we opted to get some bells-angtigkisuch as a 2-by-8 cedar top-cap, with additioadar
trim and decorative arched trim. These options owed the look of the fence as an architecturalreskts of our
home, and of course increased the final price.

Step #3. Know your stuff.For a wooden fence to last for 25 years or mdrexet are a minimum set of guide-
lines you should follow. Use metal fence posts faximum strength and longevity. Fence posts shbeld
spaced no more than 6-feet apart. For retainintswahce posts should be spaced no more tharnt 2feet. All
posts should be anchored in 3-foot deep holes fwitdepth concrete. Do not skimp on this. Our fddce was
leaning because its holes were barely 2-feet dedphe posts were spaced 8-feet apart. All naisilshbe ring-
shank galvanized to prevent rust and drip stainbgetier yet stainless steel (more expensive). iiaat ask this
question specifically, otherwise the company migbé cheaper plain nails that will come apart in pugew
years.




Step #4. Get estimatedNot only is price important, but you will learn aboiffetent fence features and con-
tract options as you interview more contractors. Getamstlthree estimates from reputable companies. How do
you know which company is reputable? Start with neighbors andodeers, then check business reputation
from the Better Business Bureauww.bbb.org, as well as the Texas Secretary of Statsw.sos.state.tx.us

The Secretary of State’s office responds quickly taiemquiries, and will report to you the incorporation
status of the company (is it a real company?). The two othrepanies from which we got estimates required
no payments until the work was finished. We used these d¢ffgmat the same treatment from the company that
we selected. Our chosen company offered the best conaninaftiprice, decorative features, and reputation.
They were not the cheapest, but they were well worth it.

Step #5. Check referencedt is easy to skip this step, but it is mandatory. Wordd buy a house without
looking at it? Of course not. Reputable companies will provitlgt @f former customers where you may see
fences similar to yours. This is important. Ask $pecific references that have featwsigsilar to the fence you
are considering, especially if you are getting spdeaiures such as retaining walls or stone accentsllit wi
take you only an hour to drive around and see two or thrdeese reference fences, but it will enable you to
come to a conclusion about the company: Go or no-go. Don’t be dfmpoking at the front door of the refer-
ence homes—we did this and received friendly feedback abohbtheowner’s experience. It doesn't hurt to
ask, especially if it helps you wisely spend thousands lfrdo

Step #6. Contract and termsRequire the fence company to get a permit from the GiRichardson—some
companies (illegally) attempt to skip this step. Alscairehg walls higher than 4’ require an additional permit.
You should require the fence company and any sub-contracetsupply to you a release of lien. Google this if
you don’t know what it is. Also demand a photocopy of the echtr’'s insurance policyDo notuse an unin-
sured contractor. No money up front. Pay 100% upon fence coanpletorksite cleanup, and city permit final
inspection. If the contractor balks, then offer to pay 9986n fence completion with the final 10% after the
permit has been closed. If the company absolutely needsrsomey up front, then pay no more than 4886
ter materials are dropped on your property, another 40% updrcongletion, and the final 10% upon permit
closure. The contract should include tearing down andrwalkvay your old fence. All fence details and price
should be clearly stated in the contract, as well asamty terms which are usually three years to ten years.
Most fence contracts do not include the price to staifiethee. This is handled separately by a stain couiract
Ask your contractor which stain company is recommended.

Step #7. Preparation and constructionYour rear driveway might be used as a work area foolthand new
fence material as well as a table saw and other eguipBecause access to your garage will be blocked, park
your vehicles on the front street. As a courtesy, notify ymighbors that a construction crew will be at your
house for the next week. When the crew arrives ask to hemgyaof the initial city permit. The work crew will
need electricity and a water hose from the outside of gouse. Other than that, they should not have to enter
your house. They will use the restroom at local businesse&f(iily). During construction, we recommend
that you visually inspect progress at least once af@yexample, check that the post holes are dug at3eas
feet deep (don't eyeball, use a tape measure). Notify youraobot immediately of any concerns. The crew
can fix mistakes quickly while on-site. After the creaves, changes will be difficult unless you have retained
some money.

Step #8. Final inspectionUpon completion of work, walk around the entire fence whih contractor to in-
spect that all features were installed properly. Viladénce top-cap installed? Or did they forget to doVig’
your property sufficiently cleaned-up of all debris, naifs] driveway free of any cement residue? Submit final
payment (minus 10%) when you are satisfied that the fencemplete. Request a final inspection from the
City of Richardson. When your fence permit has been appravddlosed by the city, then submit the final
10% payment to your contractor. In exchange for final payntlke@ contractor should provide you a release of
lien and a signed notice that you have “paid in full.”

Good luck!




only takes a small amount of water to drown a chiit the
Duck Creek Annual Meeting on April 17th Lori Villarrealx&cutive
Director for the Richardson YMCA, shared that more thalf thee
drowning among children ages one to four years wereretatied. Of
those drowning most occurred in the child's own pool andinvibnly
five minutes of the child being out of site. The USeBafCommission
reports more than half of the drowning among infargs tean one year
occur in bathtubs. Other threats for children under fageinclude
spas, hot tubs, five-gallon buckets and toilet¥he YMCAs of Metro-
politan Dallas, Children's Medical Center, American R&dss, and
Dallas Area Safe Kids Coalition have joined togethebriog water
safety education to the community. The goal is simpl® save
lives. This campaign, Know Before You Go, offersomifation
through educational pieces and interactive presentatiomsytime who

Ready, Set, Save:
- Create layers of protection between the water andgaldren.
Install alarms on doors and windows that lead to the pool.
Build a non-climbable five-foot fence between the harse pool.
Use self-closing gates that open outwards with latchesfaltildren’s reach.
Have rescue equipment and a phone mounted by the pool.
Talk to adults that are caring for your child around wagmare with them your concerns.
Enroll children in Swim Lessons.

Know safety tips:

1. Maintain constant visual contact with children in @lparea and don’t ever assume someone else is watghimgchild.
Prepare in advance by having everything you or your childrght need so you don’t have to walk away. If you must
step away, pull the children out with you or assign paesible “water watcher”.

2. If a child is missing, check the pool first; secondsrtan preventing death or disability.

3. Don't rely on swimming lessons, life preserversany other devices as a substitute for supervision.edfring a flotation
device be certain it is Coast Guard approved.

4. Don’t leave objects such as toys that might attratiild in the pool or pool area.

5. Don't think you will hear a child who is in trouble in tater; child drowning is a silent death, with no splagho alert
anyone that the child is in trouble.

To ensure a safe water experience for your familyetieeno substitute for watching without distractid®ermanent brain dam-
age and death related to water submersion can happen itea ohatinutes and without the drama of splashing mwebeown-
ing occurs below the water’s surface, silently.

Drowning continues to be a leading cause of preventahblh dte children ages one to 14 years. Know what youdoeto pre-
vent such a tragedy before you go for a swim. For nmdoemation log onto www.knowbeforeyougo.oog contact Lori Vil-
larreal at loriv.richardson@ymcadallas.amgcall 972.231.3424.
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Come out and enjoy a great night of fun & foaetiihllyour family, neighbors and friends
on

Oct 18 at 7:00PM as the SMU Mustangs host the Uniwérsibuston Cougars at Ford
Stadium on SMU’s campus. This is thgear in a row that Duck Creek residents are tak-
ing part in this social activity and we want yohetahere! Cash parking on campus is
available and you can also take the DART fromapahde Station to the Mockingbird Sta-
tion and walk to the stadium.

TICKETSTickets are only $10.00 each for a reservechsibat block for RDCHOA! Ticket
sales will begin Augustt.l All orders must be placed by Odtit§ou want tick-
ets mailed to you and by Oct 1@ be placed on WILL CALL at Ford Stadhum.
Hotdog & Drink Voucher is available for only $2&89 --This is a $7.00 value in-
side the stadium

CONTACTf you have any questions or to order tickets oy@lplease call Terry Hemme
direct at 214-768-2476 or emdhaethme@smu.edu Please make sure to con-
firm any FAX'd orders by calling after faxingsrfahm.

SMU Athletics, Attn: Terry Hemme
5800 Ownby Drive :: Dallas, TX 75275 :: PRdAer68-2476 :: FAX — 214-768-2044

# OF GAME TICKETS # OF FOOD VOUCHER®TAL AMOUNT $ (Add $5.00dppotakksing)

METHOD OF PAYMENT:CHECK VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER

CREDIT CARD # EXP DATE NAME ON CARD

FIRST NAME NAMEAST M.I.
ADDRESS CITY/ST P Z
EMAIL DAY PHONE HOME PHONE




4th of July by the Numbers

On this day in 1776, the Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress, starting the 13 colo-
nies on the road to freedom as a sovereign nation. As always, this most American of holidays will be marked by pa-
rades, fireworks and backyard barbecues across the country.

11 places have “independence in their name. The most populous of these is Independence, Missouri.

1 place named “patiot” - Patriot, Indiana.

$128.8 million

The value of fireworks imported from China, representing the bulk of all U.S. fireworks imports ($135.6 million)
in 2002. U.S. exports of fireworks, by comparison, amounted to $13.5 million, with Germany purchasing more
than any other single country ($5.0 million).

Ty Burton-Realtor/Broker

THE TY BURTON GROUP
Buyer and seller representation
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f you see new neighbors on your block or “for sale” signs that are marked “sold”, please

let me know so that the welcoming committee can stop by. We'd like to tell them about

our homeowner’s association. We are always happy to answer questions. We encour-

age everyone to participate in our fun activities. We also pass out “duck” stickers and
explain the program. Please give us a heads up if new neighbors need welcoming!
Thanks.

Barb Davenport, Welcoming Committee Chairperson
972-690-8376
Barbdavenport@sbcglobal.net

www.alliancewindowcleaning.biz

1-800-245-4413 972-613-8743

Call for free estimates

dennyjoe2@tx.rr.com




July 4th Crossword

Across

1. Hawkeye State

5. Grocery, e.g.

9. Scruffs

14.Comparison: abbr.
15.Throb

16.Bay window

17.Deluxe insulation

19. Above: prefix

20. Lost, figuratively
21.Indian bread
22.Associate
23.Commercial-free network
25.Hole in the head?

27. Martini option

28.Kindle

32.1t has riser and tread
34.Tom, Dick and Harry, for example
35.50

38.These in Ste-Thérése
40.0men

41.Lyric poem

42.Baseball Hall-of-Famer, Slaughter
44, Frat letter

45. Paid the pot
47.Westwood campus
48. Gloucester good byes
50. Opie to Bea

52. Afternoons
54.Compass pt.

55. Michigan or Ontario in French

Down

1. UN nuclear watchdog

2. Taking care of (as a task)
3. Large amounts

4. Away from the wind

5. Boy

6. Desktop images

7. Unstressed vowel

8. Volunteer State

- 9.Cosa ___
56. Very_ eccentric 10. Wild sheep
58.1V tripled 11.Hand tool with jaws
60. Minor official ' J
( 12. Spooky
65.Braid 13.Incline
66. Limitless '

18.Engrossed

24.Maude portrayer

26. Z

28." __ You" (Hollies hit)
29.Film crew member
30.Bit of bedroom furniture

68.Bunsen burners

69. Once more with a difference
70. Salty sea

71.Sashay

72.Period of calm

73.Just

31.Ancient Greece
33.What windows do in cold
weather

36. Platonic

37.Banned pesticide

39. Dover fish

43. Spotted

45. Support grps.

46. Test often in the news
49. African bloodsucker
51. Color of unbleached silk
52.John Paul et al

53. Opposite of uni-

55. Slander

57.Iranian dollar

59. Northern natives

61. Within: prefix

62.The ideal garden

63. Scallopini, often

64. Whirlpool

67. Potter bird
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Newsletter Advertising Rates

(per issue)
Business Card Size
$25.00

1/4 Page
$40.00

1/2 Page
$75.00

Full Page
$100.00

To advertise with us, please contax
LeAnn and Jason Creutzmann at
advertising@rdchoa.org

2008 DUCK CREEK HOME
OWNERS ASSOCIATION BOARD

MEMBERS

General Officers
President Scott Morrison
Vice PresidentLarry Menke
Secretary Pat Maher
Treasurer Carol leong

Committee Chair Persons
Beautification Kevin Dilliard
Civic David Clawson
Communications Marie Talamini
Directory Travis Weinman
Membership Victor Sandoval
Revitalization Bill Denton
SafetyDarryl Brown

Social Wendy Jones

Welcoming Barbara Davenport

Section Leaders
NW Laurie A. Wilkinson

214-519-401
972-783-153!
972-783-861
972-315-362

972-690-5224
972-690-589
972-480-080
972-234-347
972-783-648

972-783-7095
972-783-993¢

972-470-033
972-690-83]

972-571-172;

)

SW Richard Wilder 972-644-932
NE Diana Clawson 972-690-589
SE Kathy & Richard Quintana 972-480-8535
HC Gordon Swink 972-238-811

If you would like to help with a section or committee gkea
contact the section leader or committee chair. Welavays in
need of good hard workers to help with all of the comestte
and sections. If you have questions or concerns pleak&de
to contact any member of the HOA.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Yard of the Month
April through September To nominate a yard gallr Section Leader.
Recycle
Recycling helps us all! Purchase your blue bagtidthines Recreation Cen-
ter or at the City of Richardson Water Departme§t3a50 for 25.

Quacker News
If you have announcements that you think are “Qetckorthy, please call
RDCHOA at 972-943-4663 or email at communicationd@oa.org.

New Yard Signs
If you need a yard sign or need a replacement sigrdplease call your Sec-
tion Leader.

Email Addresses
If you would like to receive informational email®f the Duck Creek Home
Owners Association please call Scott Morrison &-890-5774 or email at
info@rdchoa.org

Retiring Old Glory

It started with 13 stars and has grown to 50.idisflover this great country
ours in so many places to numerous to mention. tBete comes a time whe
it deserves the honor of being retired. We all knfmw to do it, but neve
seem to have the time. If your “Old Glory” is reafby retirement, contag

Jeremy Wanamaker, Cub Master-Pack 871 at 214-536-98 he pack pert

forms a retirement ceremony at their fall campoliti great! When one i
retired, another takes its place to proudly fly oiés great country of ours.
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